
 

Possess the Gates 

It was the brightest sky during the darkest night when our Savior was born. It became the darkest 
sky during the brightest day when our Savior was crucified. Heaven shines with the glory of the 
Lord at our Savior’s resurrection. It is prophesied that darkness will cover the earth and deep 
darkness the people, but the glory of the Lord will be seen upon the righteous by faith in Christ. 
It will be the darkest time in the world right before the most glorious time – the return of our 
Lord Jesus Christ for His beloved Bride. 

The New Testament calls the Church the Bride of Christ. The term “Bride of Christ” is only a 
term used to describe the Church for the end times. It speaks of intimacy and a unique, 
passionate love towards the believer in Christ. With this in mind, let’s take a look at the story of 
Rebekah. I believe this passage has prophetic insight about the Bride of Christ in these dark 
times - a Word for today’s Church. 

Genesis 24:40 
But he said to me, ‘The LORD, before whom I walk, will send His angel with you and 
prosper your way; and you shall take a wife for my son from my family and from my 
father’s house. 

The story begins with Abraham sending the unnamed servant to his home country find a bride for 
his son, Isaac. We see the for the first time each member of the Godhead specifically mentioned 
in the Old Testament: The Father as Yahweh (LORD), the Son as the angel of the Lord, and the 
Holy Spirit as the unnamed servant. This speaks of the importance of this story. 

Notice, the unnamed servant was given the task to find a bride for his son. This speaks of the 
Holy Spirit’s ministry after the Son ascended to the Father. The Holy Spirit has been searching 
for the Bride of Christ for the past two thousand years. He has been sent to the world convicting 
non-believers of sin and revealing the finished work of Christ so the world may believe. The 
Holy Spirit gathers the Bride of Christ by regenerating believers in Christ at the new birth. He is 
preparing her by empowering the believer in Christ through the baptism in the Holy Spirit, and 
expounding Jesus in the Word, revealing the righteousness that comes as a gift by the gospel of 
grace. The Bride of Christ is without spot or wrinkle in the eyes of the Groom.  

Genesis 24:60 
And they blessed Rebekah and said to her: 
“Our sister, may you become the mother of thousands of ten thousands; And may your 
descendants possess the gates of those who hate them. 

There’s a special blessing mentioned only for the Bride of Christ who have the revelation of 
being the righteousness of God in Christ. It is a family promise of unity and motherhood. It also 
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talks about possessing the gates. The term “possess the gates” is Hebrew idiom to mean “good 
success” in terms of war. 

Since Israel was always surrounded by enemies, having good success against its enemies was 
foundational for prosperity in their daily life and as a nation. I prophesy that this year the nation 
of Israel will have good success against any nation or entity that come against it. The world will 
also experience greater conflicts and wars. 

I believe there is a correlation between the nation of Israel and the Church. Any attack that 
happens to Israel physically is also happening to the Church spiritually. I prophesy that this year, 
the Church will have its greatest success in terms of unity and preaching the gospel of grace and 
expanding the Kingdom of God. For the individual believer in Christ, it will be a year where the 
goals and dreams the Lord has placed in our hearts will come to pass towards our personal good 
success and family life in terms of unity and growing the family. 

Genesis 24:64 
Then Rebekah lifter her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she dismounted from her camel. 

Like Rebekah encountering Isaac, we too will lift our eyes and find the Groom sweeping us off 
our feet to begin our bridal celebration with Him. To fully understand the bridal celebration, we 
must understand the wedding customs in the time of the Old Testament. The wedding customs 
have three mayor parts to its celebration: 

• In the first stage, a marriage contract is signed by the parents of the bride and the groom 
himself agreeing to the union. This begins the betrothal period. Likewise, the new 
covenant of grace has been signed between the God the Father and God the Son through 
His blood so we might become the Bride through faith in Christ. 

• In the second stage, the groom leaves the bride to prepare everything for her. During this 
period the bride waits for the groom to take her away since she doesn’t know when the 
groom will come for her. Likewise, the believer in Christ waits for the coming of Christ, 
which the Bible calls the “harpazo” in the Greek, meaning the “catching away.” It is 
most popularly known as the Rapture of the Church.  

• In the third stage, the newly wedded couple celebrates for seven days – a bridal week. 
Likewise, Jesus will rapture the Bride to celebrate for one prophetic week (7 years) the 
marriage supper of the Lamb in Heaven while the seven years of Tribulation occur on 
earth 

Nobody knows when the Groom will come for us but the signs are visible. As we walk in our 
God given goals and dreams this upcoming season in anticipation of His return, these blessings 
will overtake us. 

By: Joyner Briceño
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